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Presentation Overview

➢About CGCN-RCCV & the AgriScience Cluster Program

➢What we know so far (and what we don’t yet)

➢Draft LOI & proposal timelines

➢Grape & wine research priorities

➢Questions about collaborative projects, answered (hopefully)



CGCN’s Mandate

1. Advance Canada's grape and 

wine industry by ensuring a 

sustainable domestic supply 

of certified propagative 

grapevine material.

1. A

2. Promote, coordinate, and direct 

financing towards research on 

a national scale for the benefit 

of the Canadian grape and 

wine industry. 

Empower growers by sharing new knowledge, innovations, 

technology advancements, resources, etc. with the Canadian 

grape and wine industry



Our Member Associations

These are your contacts for submitting letters of intent and research proposals in your province!

Kate Durisek – info@bcwgc.org 

Darien Temprile – 

dtemprile@ontariograpeandwineresearch.com 

Mélanie Gore - melaniegore@vinsduquebec.ca  
Vanessa Lentz - info@ggans.com 

mailto:info@bcwgc.org
mailto:dtemprile@ontariograpeandwineresearch.com
mailto:melaniegore@vinsduquebec.ca
mailto:info@ggans.com


The AgriScience Cluster Program

• “Clusters: Supports coordinated, national-scale research 

portfolios that bring together industry, government and academia to 

address priority national themes and horizontal issues through a 

cohesive strategic approach”

• “Provides funding and support for pre-commercial applied science 

and research activities (TRL 4-7) that address challenges facing the 

agriculture and agri-food sector and accelerate innovation in Canada”

Technology Readiness Level

• CGCN applies to the AgriScience Cluster Program with one large 

application comprised of several research activities from across the 

country, put forward by the provincial associations

• Funded in part by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada alongside 

matching cash and in-kind from provincial associations, other 

government, private partners, etc.



Next Policy Framework – What 

We Know So Far

• NPF priorities from 

Halifax Statement

• NOTE: priorities 

specifically for the 

AgriScience Program 

have not yet been 

determined, but they 

are likely to be based 

heavily on this



Next Policy Framework – What 

We Know So Far

• Top research priorities 

from AgriScience 

survey respondents, 

and how they connect 

to priorities from the 

Halifax Statement



Next Policy Framework – What 

We Don’t Know Yet

• Specific AgriScience Program priorities or application guidelines

• Cost share ratios for the research activities
• Under current framework, this was mostly 50% AAFC cash, ~40% industry matching cash, up to 10% in-kind 

(non-cash contributions)

BUT!

• AAFC’s goal is to release the draft application guide between January-March 2027!

• This will give us more details on exactly what the program is expected to look like around the 

time that calls for full proposals are expected to go out (see next slide…)



Grape & Wine Cluster – Draft LOI 

& Proposal Timeline

*Timelines may vary 

slightly between 

provinces
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Grape & Wine Cluster – Draft LOI 

& Proposal Timeline
• Specific dates are subject 

to change with advance 

notice (in consultation with 

all 4 associations)

• The overall time frame is 

not expected to change 

much

• IF any of this can happen 

sooner, that helps CGCN 

with assembling the full 

application (which MUST 

be submitted as close to 

September 2027 as 

possible to give us the best 

chance of April 1, 2028 

start date)
You will receive standardized work plan, budget, and funding letter templates for this!

• CGCN wants to receive 

selected LOIs from 

provinces BEFORE calls 

for proposals are issued so 

that we can quickly confirm 

program fit with AAFC early 

in the process



Once it’s in CGCN’s hands…
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Once it’s in CGCN’s hands…



You don’t need to worry about the specifics of that!

I only show it to illustrate the time crunch once 

CGCN receives the selected full proposals from the 

provincial associations.

If everyone is able to make this happen sooner, there 

is less concern about a delayed start to the research.



Grape & Wine Cluster – 

Provincial Research Priorities

• More detailed lists for each province available in circulated Excel doc

• If you plan on submitting collaborative proposals from 2+ separate provinces, ensure alignment 

with relevant provincial associations’ priorities to increase chances of selection



Grape & Wine Cluster – 

Comments on Collaboration

• We don’t just want collaboration for the sake of collaboration if it 

isn’t beneficial.

• Recall the national scope of the program
• Some regionally-specific research is always okay and can be nationally 

important/beneficial, but it is important that the expected results of this 

research are as nationally relevant as possible

• Example of Cluster collaboration: Many current and past Cluster 

activities have both a Vote 1 (AAFC researcher) and Vote 10 

(non-AAFC researcher) component that complement each other

If you are proposing collaborative research between 2+ 

researchers at different institutions and/or in different provinces…

• Collaborative proposals should be prepared as a single LOI/proposal 

whenever possible, submitted to each provincial association according to 

their calls for LOIs/proposals, clearly outlining the connection

• Be super super super clear in your full work plan, budget, etc. about what 

portion of the research is occurring at which institution(s), and whose 

industry/partner cash is covering which research costs
• The provincial associations have the industry cash, and they decide what gets forwarded 

to CGCN for the full Cluster application, so it needs to be as clear as possible for them!

It also helps me out later and makes 

everyone’s lives easier for admin 

purposes 



Questions?

Ethan Churchill, Project Manager

ethan@cgcn-rccv.ca

289-407-8395

www.cgcn-rccv.ca 

Darien Temprile, Executive Director

darien@cgcn-rccv.ca

905-688-0990 ext. 229

289-929-7571

www.cgcn-rccv.ca 

Follow us on social media: 

@CGCN_RCCV

http://www.cgcn-rccv.ca/
http://www.cgcn-rccv.ca/
http://www.cgcn-rccv.ca/
http://www.cgcn-rccv.ca/
http://www.cgcn-rccv.ca/
http://www.cgcn-rccv.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/cgcn_rccv/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cgcn-rccv/
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